MINUTES

LOUISIANA SOYBEAN AND GRAIN RESEARCH

AND PROMOTION BOARD

November 20, 2015
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Raymond Schexnayder, Jr., Charles Cannatella, Joey Olivier, Robert Thevis, Carlos Polotzola, Leo Franchebois, Dan Turner, Ryan Kirby, J.K. Bordelon and Donald Berken
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Darrell Vandeven and Thomas Ater
OTHERS PRESENT:
Kyle McCann, and Rodgers Leonard 

Chairman Schexnayder called the meeting to order.  The Board conducted the business meeting after all research project reports were presented. The Board next considered the minutes of the previous meeting.

ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Carlos Polotzola, seconded and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

The Board then considered the various financial reports.  The state financial audit for 2015 was reviewed.  The LDAF year to date collections report was then presented.  The current cash position of the Board and the preliminary assessment income projections for the 2015 crop were each reviewed (attached).  

The Board then considered and discussed the proposed 2016 sorghum projects.  The USCP had communicated that the Board would receive $51,255.53 in pass back funds that could be used for projects and had requested the Board establish their project funding for 2016 as soon as possible.  The Board reviewed each sorghum project and established the total funding of $ 49,271 for 2016.  The approved project list is attached.
ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by Carlos Polotzola, seconded and carried, to approve the sorghum project list and total funding level of $49,271 for 2016.
The Louisiana Radio Network (LN) then reviewed the communications activities of the past year and presented a soybean communications proposal to the Board.   The proposal was to continue a weekly soybean informational series directed at soybean growers across Louisiana.  News, market information, research and production information would be presented weekly.  The Board could also use this to communicate on their activities and industry issues related to the soybean check off.  The Board discussed the proposal and the need to be able to communicate to growers.  The Board used these communications activities as part of the communication effort on the get involved program. LN is the sole Ag radio network in the state.  The LN proposal’s annual cost was $24,700.
The Board also discussed the get involved program and efforts they could use in seeking more diversity in the nominations to the USB.  The Louisiana Soybean Association and the LSU AgCenter soybean specialist have assisted in getting information out to growers.  The LN communications project provides an excellent method to communicate to all soybean growers across the state. In addition to the mail out of get involved broachers, electronic newsletters, and radio would continue to be used. After the LN representatives left the meeting, the Board considered the proposal.

ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, that the Board contract with LN to conduct the proposed program for 2016 at the proposed rate with a total funding of $24,700. 

The Board discussed some research issues related to cover crops and clover. Dr. Leonard also commented on researcher’s that left and the competition for researchers as well as how the work was conducted after those changes occurred. The Board discussed projects and commented on issues they felt should be addressed. The Board next received the 2016 LSU AgCenter research proposals for their review. The LSU AgCenter personnel also expressed their willingness to assist with the Board’s review and develop any projects of interest to the Board or have new projects presented at the funding meeting. The AMCOE efforts regarding aflatoxin research were also discussed.  The AMCOE program is administered by the NCGA. Charles Cannatella is the representative of the Board at the AMCOE meetings and recommended maintaining the current level of funding for the coming year. 
ACTION NO. 4
A motion was made by Carlos Polotzola, seconded and carried, that the Board continue the commitment to AMCOE and stay at the same level of total funding of $85,000 ($75,000 AMCOE, $10,000 NCGA)

The Board also discussed representation and the activities of the USGC, NCGA and the MSSB.  The MSSB 2016 proposed project list was presented.  The MSSB is in the process of having each member state consider the list and communicate back as to their support on each or in total.  The Board agreed that the proposed list and funding levels were acceptable to them.
The Board discussed and considered accounting and administrative services.  
ACTION NO. 5
A motion was made by Carlos Polotzola, seconded and carried, that the Board contract with Kyle McCann for 2016 accounting services for $4,000.  The Board also agreed to pay Kyle McCann $2,000 and Jessica Lange $590 for administrative services performed during 2015.

 
The Board then discussed the next meeting date and agreed to meet on January 20, 
2016, at LSUA in Alexandria, Louisiana.  The meeting would be held in conjunction with the LSA annual meeting.

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 

_________________________________

Raymond Schexnayder, Jr.

Chairman

